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Glossary 

Term Definition 

Bar A generic term used to refer to all pubs, taverns, hotels, bars, and nightclubs where alcohol can be purchased and 
served on site. These are places where the sale of alcohol, rather than food, is the primary purpose of the premises.  

Bottle store A shop or part of a hotel where alcohol is sold in unopened containers for take away and consumption off site (for 
example Big Barrel, Super Liquor). 

Cafe A premises where the sale of food, rather than alcohol, is the primary purpose of the premises. 

Club-licence A club-licence can be held by a group which does not operate for financial gain and has a legal identity (for example, 
RSAs, sports clubs, cosmopolitan clubs, voluntary groups, or workingman’s club).  

Community 
facilities 

A public place where community members gather for recreational, educational, artistic, social, or cultural activities (for 
example, schools, health clinics, marae, neighbourhood centres, libraries, sports centres, parks, and places of worship) 
– where attendees may be sensitive to exposure to alcohol. The activities can be organised, such as amateur sports 
leagues, or casual, such as children visiting a playground. 

District Licensing 
Committee 

A District Licensing Committee (DLC) determines applications for new renewals and renewed alcohol licences, special 
licences, temporary authority orders, managers’ certificates and any other duties as set out in the Sale and Supply of 
Alcohol Act 2012.  

Health or 
rehabilitation 
services 

Publicly funded for medical services (like health care centres, General Practitioners, Medical specialists, Plunket, 
mental health providers) or alcohol recovery services (like residential rehabilitation programmes). 

Grocery store Small convenience shops (for example, a Four Square or Supervalue) where the principal business is the sale 
of food products (excluding ready-to-eat or snack food) but may also sell other household items. 

Licence 
Condition 

Licence Conditions are requirements that licensees must meet when selling alcohol.  Conditions can be things such 
as hours of opening, the kinds of beverages able to be sold, the number of servings that could be sold to one person, 
the availability of food, and the provision of free water.   

Licensed 
premises 

A place for which a licence to sell alcohol to the public is held. This could be either an on-licence (like a bar, restaurant, 
or café, and including BYO service), and off-licence (like a supermarket or bottle store), a club-licence (like an RSA or 
sports club) or a special-licence (for activities like a festival, sports event, or party).  

Local Alcohol 
Policy 

A policy on the licensing regime for the sale, supply, and/or consumption of alcohol in the district of a territorial authority. 

Off-licence Places that have a permit to sell alcohol for consumption off the premises (eg, supermarkets and liquor stores). 

One-way door 
restriction 

A restriction that prevents people from entering or re-entering an on-licence (like a bar) after a certain time, but those 
already inside can stay until closing time. For example, a bar with 3am closing time but a 1am one-way door restriction, 
cannot allow anyone to enter or return to the bar after 1am.  

On-licence Places that have a permit for the sale and supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises (eg, bars, restaurants, 
and cafes are on-licences). 

Pre-mixed RTDs   Packaged pre-mixed beverages (alcohol mixed with fruit juices or soft drinks) that are sold ready for consumption. Also 
sometimes called ‘alcopops’. 

Restaurant A premises where the sale of food, rather than alcohol, is the primary purpose of the premises. 

Special licence A licence is given to sell alcohol for special events and occasions (for example, a food and wine festival or a 
wedding). 

Social or Sports 
Club 

A social-group or sports-based club (like a Cosmopolitan Club, or a boating or rugby club) providing socialisation, 
food and beverages for members/players and guests. 

Supermarket A large self-service shop selling a wide variety of foods, beverages, and household goods, which is organised into 
product sections (for example. Countdown, Pak’n’Save). 

Trading hours The hours in which a company is open for business. This term can be used to refer to the ‘maximum’ trading hours 
for an alcohol licence and the ‘actual’ trading hours for a licensed premises. 

 




